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Animal Science Offers New Study Abroad Opportunity
Department Welcomes New Clinical Assistant Professor
We are excited to welcome Dr. Lauren 
Thomas, our newset Clinical Assistant Pro-
fessor, to the Department of  Animal Sci-
ence! Thomas is joining us after seven years 
of  practice at Wedington Animal Hospital.
• What is your 
job title & role in 
the Department?
Clinical Assistant 
Professor. The 
majority of  my 
appointment will 
involve teaching. 
However, I will 
also participate 
in student advise-
ment, as well as 
some scholarly ac-
tivity and service.
• Okay, so tell us something about your-
self !
Originally from Little Rock, I’m about as 
native Arkansan as they come. In fact, my 
grandfather played center lineman for the 
1946-47 Razorback football team, and my 
great great grandfather actually owned land 
off  Porter Road that is still part of  the Uni-
versity Farm today!
• What is your educational background?
I completed my undergraduate course work, 
here, at the University of  Arkansas in 2005. I 
then attended Oklahoma State University for 
veterinary school. I graduated with my DVM 
from OSU in 2009.
• What do you like to do with your free 
time?
What is free time? Just kidding!  In a perfect 
world, I would ride horses all day every day. 
However, in the real word my hobbies are 
ever evolving from camping and floating to 
painting and reading to backyard bird watch-
ing and house hunting. I really enjoy being 
involved with my local church.  Whether at-
tending a Sunday service or leading a Bible 
study – I love connecting with people and the 
community that I live in.  
• Do you have a favorite food?
Traditionally: Mac N Cheese. 
Recently: Greek Yogurt– it’s healthy and there 
are so many different ways to cook with it!
• Where is your dream place to live?
Right here in Northwest Arkansas! I love 
being outdoors in the Ozarks – it’s what 
prompted me to move back to the area one 
year ago. 
• What did you want to be when were 
young?
As cheesy as it sounds, I really always wanted 
to be a veterinarian. 
• Do you have a quote or motto you’d like 
to leave us with?
“Life’s a dance you learn as you go. Some-
times you lead. Sometimes you follow. Don’t 
worry about what you don’t know. Life’s a 
dance you learn as you go.” – John Michael 
Montgomery }
We’re excited to offer a new study abroad 
opportunity for Animal Science students! 
Facilitated by Dr. Kathi Jogan, this learning 
opportunity is the first of  its kind at the Uni-
versity of  Arkansas.
This experience will allow students to gain 
a global perspective of  animal management 
practices and human interactions with vari-
ous livestock and wildlife species. 
Students will see first-hand how culture, 
history, and geography impact the use of  
land and animals within society. Students will 
study the culture of  native New Zealanders 
(Maori), their close interactions with flora 
and fauna, and critically analyze livestock 
management and wildlife conservation in 
Australia. Learning experiences include lec-
tures, activities, educational site visits, and 
reflective exercises.
A few items on the trip agenda include:
• Mitai maori village- Maori warrior 
cultural performance and their close depen-
dence on native plants and animals.
• Agrodome farm show- Gain a fascinat-
ing insight into the world of  NZ agriculture 
on this working cattle and beef  farm.
• Hobbiton- More than a movie set, Hob-
biton is also a working beef  and sheep farm, 
a successful example of  agritourism.
• International Antarctic center- Learn 
about human impacts on Antarctica and its 
animals while viewing little blue penguin be-
havior.
This new program offers cultural and aca-
demic experiences beyond learning in the tra-
ditional classroom. Please contact Dr. Jogan 
at kjogan@uark.edu for more information. 
Registration closes October 1st. }
S ptember 2016
Lauren Thomas
Mark Your Calendars Early!
Students make Halloween-themed crafts at 
one of the many Animal Science Day booths.
In 2015, over 400 people attended Animal 
Science Day throughout the evening, which 
is facilitated by Animal Science student, fac-
ulty, and staff  volunteers. 
Our aim is for the event to be a safe place 
to take children to trick-or-treat, to be both 
fun and educational, to be a place for the 
community to gather, to be a way for past 
generations of  animal scientists to continue 
involvement, and to be a fun, constructive, 
and wholesome event for people of  all ages 
to attend.  We hope to see you there! }
